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VVhole Life and Progreffe of 
Henry Walker the lronmonger. 


Firft , The manner of bis Conver{ation. 


Secondly, The feverall offences, and [candalons Pampehlets the fad 
Walker hath writ, and for which he is now a Prifoner in New-Gate. 


¥ hirdly, The forme of the Inditemsent which 13 laid againft hin, by the 
Kings Sergeants at Law, and his learned C ounfel, 


Fourthly, His Convithion by the Tury, 


Fiftly, Hts Recantation, and forrow for the publicke wran he hath done 
his Mayefty and the whole Kingdome. $ & 


Here are alfo many remarkable paflages concer- 
ning the offence, and apprehending the {aid Hezry Wal- 
er, with a true Relation of his feverall efcapes and refcues 
from the hands of Juftice; &c. 


Cohetted and Written by lobe Taylor. 


Printed at London 1642. 
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Walkers Recantation , together with his 
Life and Converfation. 


Prag Tis teo much apparant to this whole.Land or King- 
= 3% pxkp dome ( which our Gracious Soveraigne is the Lords, 
: Pe Annoynted aver) what, and how many, and num 
ao ve) berlefie Pamphlets , feditious and. fcandalous. Libells, 
cateseg, impudent over-bold , impertinent and fawcy Petiti- 
ons, to the great difcontent: of his Majelty, the abule of the High 
Court of Parsiament, aud diforderor caule of the (.tao.mueh contu- 
fion throughout all his Majefties Dominions have bin ditperft, 

The chiefe or maine ftickler in this caufe heath bin shis Henry 
Walker, of whom Ientend to treate in thefe enfuing lines;and firft to 
begin w th his beginning (as far as I know ) The trathiss he was an 
~ Apprentice to one Mr. Aolland,an Iro monger in Newgate Market; 
his time being expired ( [know not how or when) he did fet up that 
Trade in divers places ofthis City of London; but his Trade and hee 
fell et odds one with the other, fo rhat there was a breach betwixt 
them,& being there was no reconci‘iation they parted, &never mean 
to come together againe ; Then he having left fellingGrydirons and 
Gids, w > agaddingbraine walk’d and found out a fofter occupa- 


tion, and (eeting up a Booke-fellers Shop, fell to Booke-felling; Hee 
not havingany word of God imhisfaid Shop above the bulke or fize 
of a Horne-beoke. Inthefe troublefome times Mr. Walker fet his 
wits a werke to compote fuch things as he fuppofed weuld vent or 
be falcable, amongft {uch people as uaderftood them not, loved con- 
tenfion, or were willing te beleeve any thing that tended ta rend or 
fhake the picecof either Church er State, and {uch ( and no other but 
fuch} were all the Pamphlets, which he (the faid Walker compoled, 
¢ ufed to be printed and fold, of which kinds of ftuffe it is fuppofed 
that he hath wr.ttennecre 300. feverall ones, of which number ma- 
ny of chem kave bin printed 15c0. era 200. at an Impresfion. and 
10>, ( atthelealt ) of any one of them, befides fome of them have 
bin printed twice or thrice over, fo that there hath not bin fewer 
then between 4. or 5 0c000, offuch Pamphlets of his difperfed, by 

which 


which m 


eans or doings,fome huadred of thred-bare fe 
Trade ef fcandalous Writing, and Newes making , and would bee 
called Posts, fome halfe a ycare (or.there abouts) Mr. Walker did {et 
his name to his worchlefie workes, tillat lait his nams grew odious 
and contemptiblc,fo that his phlimflims would uot {ell,1f people did 
perecive that they were of his doing. Then hee fet out his Rarities, 
nameleffe and fhameletic, in greater numbers than formerly be had 
done,fo that all this Kingdome or Ifland of Great Briseaine, withthe: 
Principallity of #u/esand Realme of Ireland, were embrodercd o« 
ver with Lyes, Libellsand Lice; nay thele fcandalous fooleries (or 
gnaveries) were of fuch Attractive force and power, that they drew 
at lealt 500, Vagrantsand Vagabon:s from all the Shires round a- 
bout Londowand they wereall {uida:ncly Metamorphifd and Tranfe 
farm’d into wandring Booke fellers; every one of them ( Ike apt 
Schollezs)had quickly learo’d the Art to Cry, Will yor buy a new 
Boooke, new lye come forch. U his hath palt without controlement to 
theabufe of Church and State, the feandallof the whele Kingdome, 
the injury to this Honcurable City; the _rayfing of ftrifes , divifions, 
and bad opinions ia many people of weske capscities and judge- 
ments; and to the mighty impeachment and detriment of the Wor- 
fhipfull Brother-hood of the Stationers who are at great charges in 
dying alldutics and Taxes, and that now (almoft two yeares ) the 
firead hath bin cater out of cheir mouthes by thofe V.grants, com- 
monly called Mereuries and Hawkers. 
walker continuing ftillia this courfe, curfed courfe, his ragged 
Regiment of Tatterdemalifons daily vending and difpeifing his pe= 
(Liffcrous Pamphlets, at lalt, one night lite he was by a Watch in 
London taken-toca Ratand carried tothe Counter; thenext day he 
was brought before the Right Honourable Sir Edmond Wright,(chen 
Lord Major) whe:e(upon {ome cecafiens ) was one Nathaniel Brown 
a Stationers whom Walker defired to {peake a good word for himto 
the L. Major, to whom Browne an{wered that he would fpeake. 
And fpeake he did to the purpofe, for when my L, came to examine 
Walker what he was, aud how helived, he being not ableto givea 
good account for himfelte, then Brewze began to cerrifie my Lord of 
Walkers good behav tour in manner and forme following. 
1M; Lord (quoibbe) l doe know this Walker te be an arrant Rafcall, 
an Pronmnger by bis Tradewhich though st be aW or fhipfuls Company, 
yet it caanot contane im, nur he tt; butheis a bafe invader , and a 
foifiing fa fler sat the Trade ise Stationers or B eonecle Maree 
. d 2 é 
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and bables (or the mot part of them)that doe beftrow the City and cawn- 
try , and I doe humbly befeech your Lordfhip to take fome conrfe with 
ism, tn veltraintng him from doing any more, Opon thefe words the Lord: 
M4 2j0r would have bound Walker to.an/wer at the Sesfions, but be pro-: 
mifing to defift andreturne to bis old Trade Againe, was difmift, asd fo: 
for that time got off, Yet for all the sromifes Mr. Walker walked on 
inhis callumarons Art and my Stery of Libel sag ,untill at laft bis old Ata 
Stor ovting him a fhame, paid him in hw owne Coyne this : 

Heh rusag gottes fame notice from [ome of hts Siavonian Hungarian 
feowtes that his ALay: fey istended to come to Landon, tothe Guild-Hall 
the next day, which his CAL jefty did, and dined at Sir George Garrets 
Kaight, and one of the Sheriff s and Alderman of the City (2: arAlder- 
miry Church) Walkers invu:nrion being mounted nponthe Altitude of 
maifché-fe,he plotted and contrived with a Printer the (aid night before to 
write and print a perrillous Peririonte his Majcfty, and borrowed the- 
Preaters wives Bible, ont of which bz tooke his Theame out of the firft of’ 
Kings, Chap, 12, ver, 16 part of rhe verfe,; To your Tents O Irael, 
There was writing and printing allnight, and all ths next day thofe Lie 
bels w re[cattered, and when his Maiefty had dined, aud had taker: 
Coach tareturue to White-Hall, Walker frood watching the Kings 
¢€a mining by im ang ft the Drapers 12 Pauls Church. yard, ana having one: 
of ois Pamphlets in his hand meaning to have delivered it to his Afge 
jefty but could wot come at bins by reafon of the pref: of People, infax 
anuch as Walker (molt impudent ly fawcy ) threw st over the folkes heads 
into hss Majefties Coach, The Earle of Effex being allo 1n the Coach 


torke st #5, ana kept it till his Maj-fty cameto bis Pallace, where hee 
od tttobe read, and finding tt a moft feditions thing, the next more. 
xing after caufed the L. Chit fe Taftice of the Kings Benchto be [ent for, 
who ebedis atly camse to his AA yefty, to whom the [atd Pamphlet was de- 

LfE rea, with chargs with all dtligent [peed fo fend farth Warrants, for 

e0e taking of Walker and. the Printer; in which bufineffe there was nfed 
{uc visilant care, that they were both taken that very day and brought 
before the faid L, Chiefe Tuftices and being examined apart, Walker /zid 

he wrote it nat, but that he bought it of a young Schallar all ix blacke He 

WeSlminfler Hall, ana that tt coft hin two feillings fixe pence, this was 

Walkers Con/effion, which be sabfcribed ento, 

But afterwards the Printer was examined, and he affirmed that Wal- 
ker writ it all with his owne hand, and for the doing of it made ufe of: 
his Wives Bible, in bis houfe, to which confeffion the Printer hath alfo 
fet his hana, , 
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d Chiefe Tuftice caufed both their Mittrmufes to be made, 
‘whereby they werefent to the Kings Bench in Sonth-warke by two 
Officers of good place and trult ; wm which Prifon they remained a 
weele or neere, untill it was thought meet to remove themfrom the 
Kings Benchto Newgate, whereby they might be tryed at the next 
approaching Seffions,for which purpofé they were removed as afore* 
faid two dates before the Seffions; ut they taking Boat on the Bank- 
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fide were landed at the black Friers, whereby a Rout or rabble of 


(little better chen ) Rebells, they were violently taken from their 
Keepers, refcued, and fo got away that there was no finding of them 
in many weekes fearch and enquiry. | 

But all thefe faire warrings could not make M. Walker give over 
writing, lying and Libelling, (felling {curvy bafe words for good 
mony) lodging in by places, holes and Cellars, tillone time he-was 
feene to goe intothe houle of another ulurping pamphletcere, ons 
Fifoer a Barberan Affeciate of his, but as fome would have appre- 
hended him, he madeufeofhis heeles, for at that time there was no 
Officer to befound to take him. | 

From this fecond efcape he fled into St. Afartins, whither he was 
purfued, and where he had a Printers Preffe at worke, but being not 
able te recover that houfe,he got into an Ale-houfs ealled the figne of 

‘theCafile,the owner of it(asi have bincertified )is enelosn Whire out 
from thence he was fet free by the diforderly ftir and forceof fome 
unruly lournimen Shoomakers ¢ who furely knew not what they 
did) and this was his third efcape. 

The newes ofthis caufid more and more Warrants to be ified off¢ 
for his apprehenfion;and there was fuch narrow fearch made for bim 
that he was deprived of ali his {tarting holes, and conl! fculke no 

_where fecure, fo that be was faine to veile himfelfe in the difeuife of 
a Minifter in a black Cloak pendant to his Ankelees, a fpiricuall Cat 
fock, girt to him with a filke girdle and a Canonical! knor, | 
With this Artificiall borrowed habit/and fome naturall imoudeace 
of his ewne) he prefamed to mount into the Pulpit, at Saint AZs+y 
Magdalens, at Bermondfey ia Southwark, where bee fo handled’ 4 
Text, and made fuch a preachment, chat w hie with liking aad dfli- 


king the pcople were ready to goe together by theeares ; at which 
time an Aldermans man ( be ng curicus to heare what ftuffs Wedker 

would vent) wasabufed much, and beaten a bedle: id 
Allthis whilehis Majeftyis jatly and highly cffended,t! at'no.ar- 
A 3 dey 


ie SDB ER IDG SBI LLIG LALA CER IDSIA 
ipa ge Ge ENOL OMT: OF Pie 


id 


det is taken for the fuppreffing of feditious and feandaloy 
phicts, and in two Meclages at fevetall times from his Majefty to 
both the Hovfes of Parlrament, he nomunates Walkers Pacophlet 6f 
Toyoar Teats-O L/rac/: and indeed whofever thall read thae Text 
and confider the mifchiete it did in the daics of Ry soboam, the Son 
of Salomon, in miking 10. of the 13. Tribes to fall from the King to 
Ierobcam ths Son of Nebar, (they being both wieked Kings) may 
thinkeit a {tcange pice of Scripture to be {poken, written;or printed 
in thofe times useer fo mild-and gracicusa King, to Ablenate Ot é- 
ftrange the hearts ofwwavering Sunjects from their allegiance, 

Well, great cuquiry is made night aad day, and Wudker baving a 
houfe about Moorc+fclds, he forlakesicpand efcapes when it was be- 
fet for him, fremaheneehe gor inty che Tower liberty inta an Up- 
holfters {hop inthe Bulwatke ; and being heard ot}new Wearrasts 
being out for tim, he was efpyedin the faid (hep by one that knew 
him, and that he knew cawie to take him, wherefore by the helpe of 
two women there, he violently burt away, running. towards the 
Tower Stayers, crying an Arreft, an Arreltj and fo gotinto a Boaic, 
offering any gold.orfiiver td becatried away, 
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Thus ftaod hein the Boste alenclt a quarter of an houre, bundreds 
or mulimades of people ftanding on the {here onthe Power-wharfe 
the Officers not daring to fetch himiof the water steatt ttey thould 
entrench.upon,.the libesty of the water Bayliftesf that fome weld 
refcac him (smonglt whom two fe: med to be Lightermem) and ade 
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aelerve to have a reward over the ¢houlders ; orhers: wenld Rave 
him come on Land and yeeld himf-jfe : at Jalt the Officers that were 
vinced to take hun went to Sir Jobs Coaniers Knight, Lieutenant 
the bower, to crave his Command for taking him. Matter Lieu- 
tcnantiprefentiy lent his Clarke tothe waterfide; upp whefticom- 
mirg the Boats beganto Rowe away with a ker; then ftraite foute 
piire of Qures made afrer them, who ocleaguicd him on both fides, 
and with covch ados brough: bim to Land, and ito the Tower , 
where he now remaines, expecting his timeof Tryall! and lee him 
elease how he cun.or may, itis molk ce:taine that hee hath done 
more mifchiefe by his’ Pamphleitizing fed tions » fandalous tie 
diculous Lycs. aud rayling Libells, then one thoufind of his 
heads are worth. 

But now tocomea littlenearer, Henry Walker, who is now to 
be removed by a Warrant diveéted tothe Ligutemant ofthe Tower, 
which 
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which was on Tuefday Jaft being the fifch of this moneth of Iuly, to 
have the body of this aforefaid walker to be removed to Newegat:, 
and thereat the S¢fitons henfe in the Old-Batly to have aa Indite- 
ment framed and drawne up agaioltxhe fatd Heniy wher, for the 
feverall ats which he hath committed in ani about London: the 
truc Inditement being made by the advice of the Kings Serjeaits 
and Counfell at Law, was prefecrelagatolt the fasd Walger on hurt. 
day after being the eighth of the aforefiid moasth, which being read 
opsnly inthe Courts and Walker there prefent at the bir ; pleaded to 
the faid Inditement not guilty; and being asked how he would bee 
tryed, anfwered, by God and his Country, and withall further d.fi- 
red ofthe honaurable Beneh; thar he might Art have a Coppy of his 
Inditement: Secondly, chat the Iudges whe werethen prefent wick 
she tet of the honourable Bench, that they wouid be pléafed to graat 
him the liberty, in regard. he knew not the Law, that he might hive 
fomeCounfellor of the Law to plead his C.ufs for hin; both which 
requelts were eranted to him which was @ great fsvour, Thea the 
Bench asked Walker what time he would require to make his An- 
fwerrthen Walker defied but tell the next day in the morning to 
make his defends, which was Friday; Friday beng come about ten 
of the clock the Qucenes Attu ney and two S rjcants at Law, cauted 
che Idditementto be rerd; which beisg done, they be2an tou thew 
and’did make it. plain howsodious the matter was, and how it wasa 
fact of a high natures firlt egaintt bis Majcity, to make him as it were 
ddiousto his people: To your Tents O [frael sas, vithe King werea 
Tyxant, bidding as it were every man to take h.s Sword and Armor; 
and oppofe all Authority whatloever, obeying ao Law bur that of 
their owne humour and will; what can there be more faid, bu that 
it-wasve y plune, bu: that this a/ker did by thofe words labourto 
jaltigate and ftir up. the Kings Subjects to a mutiny, and to canfe tu- 
rmults to ari{cin this Kingdeme, nay in the heart of tals Kingdom, 
inthe City.of London tco; not onely to teach thefe words , cut to 
caufe them at-his owne charge to be printed, and.tod ivulee che fame 
through his Maj efties Kingdomes: Nor did tais Walker celt himfelfe 
therewith fatisfied, but in an audacious way, and in a Dold manne 
as. the Kings:Majelty paticd through rhe City of London rid ing in hi 
Coach. threw one of them into the very Couch te felf, and in the 
very face. of the King ; what ans front. was this ? can any age para- 
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bell ir, or any Chronic lo make meation of the like. and in a Civill 
Common-wealth ; axd in.a well governed City; 1 think not-: nor is this 


all, for this Walker hath invented and writ divers Pamphiezs, and other 
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fcandalous Bookes , to phe great diftirbance of his Majefly, and ef hi 
Liege peoples a meere fower of divifion, an upbolder of a new Goyern- 
ment; an inventer of a. new Dettrine, nay, he is become a Pyeache: 


and a deli yerer of this his humour evenin the Church, and openly inthe: 

Pulitit teo, andion the Sunday : drawing after him, and fedus adipours 
. ad , nd fe b 2 ; _ ! 

ssnorant rtople to the very ruime of their foules, sfit were poilib e. | his 


act of his, it was done with much venome, malice, bitcernes, and rankor; 
confidering the time becaufe'the King and his Parliament were then at 
tome differeace, who did as much as in hin lay to-fet his Majefty and his 
Subjects ogether at difcerd ; it was drawne with cunning, and at firch a 
time publifhed that if envy itfelfhad plotted st it could nothaye come forth 
in a more dangerous feafon. He centelled ic was his owne worke,g done 
by nignt; and the next day by him expoted to fale’: it was a foule mifde. 
ma@enour, and it was publithed with an ill intent. Nay what is this Wal- 
Ror not, what wrong hee hath done let his owne confcience ; his feverall 
Bookes and Pamphlets,which hee hath both written, made, and printed 
them himfelfe witnefle. Well, che Jury heares the information, the feverall 
pleadings, the feverall Witnefles that this Wa/ker was the onely framer,in- 
venter,publifherand difperfer of that Booke To yaur Tents'O Lfrael; upe 
on which feverall Eyidences,the Jury withdrawes themifelves, (being 12. 
honelt men.and ofa good rank and qualicy jto confider of the matter; weh 
being truely weighed, and a long tune debated and {canned, agreed all its 
one mind, calleth fot Henry Walker to the Bar; whe being come to deliver 
their Verdict they all declared him by the voyce of their'Fore-man to be 
guilty both of the Trefpafle and of the mifdemenour. He‘ was convicted, 
1. For writing of it. 2. Por the compofing of it. 3. For the publifhing of 
tt him(elfe at che Printers houfe, and receiving money for bak: Which 
done he had nothing to fay for himfelfe,nor his Counfell neither, but onely 
he did it not with an ill intent to doz any harme. And now he is heartily 
forrowfull for it,and begs the Kings mercy, and the charitable cenfure of 
all men for his rafhneffe & over- hot zeale;efpecially-of his facred Majefty, 
whom he hath moft offended;and for hisMajefties clemency to him,he will 


ever be bound to pray for him ; becaufe his Majefty did give Command. 


that his Inditement Should not be put againft him for Treafon, but onel 

tor a mifdemenor; web if it had bin preferred forTreafon,it might have bin 
as well found and have coft him his life, as for this fact of mi{demenour ; 
and {ol H. Walker am heartily forry,and defire God,his Majefty,and all 
his Majetties Subjects to forgive me, and by my example to forfake thefe 
private and feerec meetings, or rather comventicles; and fo with teares I 
fabmit my felfe to the Law;and the punifhments whenfoever it fhall bee 
dénounced and infiéted upon. me. Dated the 32. of Iuly, 1642. 
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